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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
Miami Division 

Case Number: 08-20197-CIV- JORDAN 

JEANNETTE HAUSLER and 
THOMAS CASKEY 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA, et al. 
Defendants, 

/ 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The United States submits this Statement of Interest, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §517/ in 
response to the Court's Order dated February 7, 2012. 

The Court's Order invited the United States to make a filing addressing (1) "the reason or 
reasons Cuba was designated a state sponsor of terrorism under Section 6(j) of the Export 
Administration Act of 1979," and (2) "whether the Florida state court had subject-matter 
jurisdiction in Hausler under the FSIA." ECF No. 79. In response to the Court's first question, 



Section 517 authorizes the Attorney General of the United States to send any officer of the 
Department of Justice to "attend to the interests of the United States in a suit pending in a court 
of the United States, or in courts of a State, or to attend to any other interest of the United 
States." This statutory provision provides a mechanism for the United States to submit its views 
in cases in which the United States is not a party. See, e.g., Application ofBlondin v. Dubois, 78 
F. Supp. 2d 283, 288 (S.D.N.Y. 2000). 
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the United States submits to the Court the attached Declaration of Peter M. Brennan, Coordinator 
for Cuban Affairs, Department of State ("Brennan Decl."), along with accompanying exhibits. 

In 1982, the Secretary of State designated Cuba a state sponsor of terrorism under the 
Export Administration Act of 1979. Brennan Decl. f 4. As the Brennan Declaration explains, 
"[t]he Department concluded that Cuba belonged in the category of states that have repeatedly 
provided support for acts of international terrorism, specifically because of Cuba's clear support 
for organizations and groups abroad that used terrorism and revolutionary violence as a policy 
instrument to undermine existing governments." Id. The Brennan Declaration further notes 
that "[t]his reason was reflected in the testimony and prepared statement of Ernest Johnston, Jr., 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Economic Affairs before the Subcommittee on Near Eastern and 
South Asian Affairs of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on March 18, 1982." Id. 

The United States respectfully notes that it does not intend to submit its views on the 
legal question posed by the Court concerning whether the Florida state court had subject matter 
jurisdiction in the underlying action. The United States appreciates the Court's request for its 
views as well as its patience in this matter. 

Date: May 10, 2012 Respectfully Submitted, 

STUART F. DELERY 

Acting Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 

WIFREDO A. FERRER 
United States Attorney 

VINCENT M. GARVEY 

Deputy Director, Federal Programs Branch 

/s/ Varu Chilakamarri 

VARU CHILAKAMARRI (NY#4324299) 
Trial Attorney 
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U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division 
20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20530 
Tel. (202) 616-8489/Fax (202) 616-8470 
varudhini.chilakamarri @ usdoj .gov 

Counsel for the United States of America 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on May 10, 2012, 1 electronically transmitted the attached document 
to the Clerk's Office using the CM/ECF System for filing and transmittal of Notice of Electronic 
Filing to the CM/ECF registrants on record in this matter. 

/s/ Varu Chilakamarri 
Varu Chilakamarri 



3 



